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Myanmar [Burma] Appeal - Assembly/Prayer service
May 2008
Preparing the space (for Teachers)
You may want to prepare a space where symbols from Myanmar [Burma] are placed to provide

a focal point that helps us call to mind the victims and survivors of Cyclone Nargis.
SCIAF has provided a PowerPoint resource with information and images of that you may want to use as a back drop for the assembly. (Available from SCIAF’s youth site at www.sciafyouth.org.uk)
CREATING A PRAYERFUL SPACE
A pupil from each class processes into the sacred space with a lighted tea candle.

Today we gather and remember.  We are sad. We are prayerful. We are silent. (Silent Time)

But we have hope - hope that we will continue to be compassionate, hope that those who have lost family and friends will find peace, and hope that those who are survivors will find healing in rebuilding their lives.
Silence or quiet music

1. We pray for the people of Myanmar [Burma] who have not only lost their homes and families but their livelihoods as well (place a bowl of rice on the sacred space).
2. We pray for those who have little access to clean water and shelter (jug of water).
3. We pray for those that are injured or sick, and who have little access to medical supplies such as bandages and anti-septic for wounds.
4. We pray for doctors and nurses, aid workers [both local and international] and all those who continue to search for and bury the dead. (a SCIAF symbol)
INTRODUCTION
Reader 1:   On May 3rd Cyclone Nargis struck the country of Myanmar [Burma].  
Reader 2   Myanmar is one of the poorest countries in South East Asia with around half the population living below the poverty line.
Reader 3   With the death toll still rising it is estimated that up to 160,000 thousand people have been killed by the Cyclone. Another 2.5 million people have been affected. 
Reader 4   The (Irrawaddy) delta region is the rice belt of Myanmar, supplying 80% of the country’s rice. This region has been destroyed.  Food supply for the country will be affected for many years. 
Reader 5     SCIAF has partner organisations on the ground.   This enables them to respond quickly to the crisis. 

The people of Scotland have already raised over £88, 000 for the people of Myanmar [Burma]. Our support is vital to assist with emergency aid and the long term development needed for people to rebuild their lives. 
SCRIPTURE AND REFLECTION
Reader 1: Many of us find it very difficult to understand why such disasters happen and we feel overwhelmed by the horror of it all. We feel useless in a time when our neighbours are in great need. How can I help? What can I do? I’m only one person, what difference can I make?
Let us quietly reflect on the Gospel of Matthew 

Reader 2: Matthew 25:35-46
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you made me welcome, lacking clothes and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, in prison and you came to see me.

Then the upright will say to him in reply, “Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and gave you drink? When did we see you a stranger and make you welcome, lacking clothes and clothe you? When did we find you sick or in prison and go to see you?
And the king will answer, “In truth I tell you, in so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me”.

              PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of hope, we reflect on the immense loss and sadness of the people of Myanmar.
1. We pray for the people devastated by Cyclone Nargis, that they experience the practical support and assistance they need to rebuild their lives, families and communities.  Lord hear us.
2. We pray for those who are grieving the loss of family, friends and livelihoods that their sense of hope is strong as they work to restore their broken lives.  Lord hear us.
3. We pray for those working in the disaster area: that their skills, experience, and generosity may bring effective relief and that their work will be strengthened by the knowledge of our prayerful and practical support. Lord hear us.
4. We pray for ourselves, that we continue to be generous and compassionate over the coming weeks and months. Lord hear us.
             POWERPOINT PRESENTATION (optional)
Please download from our website: www.sciafyouth.org.uk 

             MESSAGES OF HOPE
(Reflective Music)

Reader.  All of humanity is interdependent and connected. Although we are divided by a great expanse of water, writing a message of support and solidarity helps bridge the distance between Scotland and Myanmar.
Bring the bridges and messages of hope forward and place them around the symbols on the sacred space. 
Closing Prayer
God of hope, we have gathered today to honour those who have died in Cyclone Nargis.  We stand in solidarity with those who have survived. May we continue to provide prayerful and practical support. When the headlines and images of our brothers and sisters in the region have disappeared, may we continue to keep them in our hearts and minds.
We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen
After the assembly

Display the symbols in a prominent position in the school as a constant sign of our solidarity
Reprinted with kind permission from SCIAF’s sister organisation, Caritas Australia.
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