
WEE BOX school assembly 2009 
 

 

• Hello! This SCIAF assembly today is being 
presented by [class/name]  

• SCIAF’s WEE BOX, BIG CHANGE appeal in 
2009 is all about climate change 

• In this presentation you will hear how climate 
change is causing real suffering in the poorest 
countries 

• You will also get the chance to see how the 
money that has been raised for SCIAF is 
helping families adapt to and survive extreme 
weather 

• SCIAF’s WEE BOXES may be small but with 
our help they’re making a BIG change to 
others. 

 

 

• Some people in the UK think that climate 
change is a small problem and not an urgent 
issue 

• Others refuse to believe that it exists at all 
• SCIAF works with some of the poorest 

communities in Africa, Asia and Latin America 
• Many of these communities are already 

suffering greatly because of climate change 
• Extreme weather, caused by climate change, is 

destroying crops and many people are going 
hungry. 

 

 

• Climate change is also causing destruction in 
other ways 

• Recent hurricanes such as Mitch, Katrina and 
Stan have been extremely powerful 

• It is estimated that Hurricane Mitch, which hit 
Central America in 1998, was the second most 
powerful storm in the last 300 years 

• Over 10,000 people were killed by this 
hurricane and over 1 million people were left 
homeless  

• It is estimated that Mitch set Nicaragua back 40 
years 

• Many years of work to build roads, bridges and 
improve conditions were wiped out in a matter 
of days. 

 

 

• For people in the driest parts of the world, 
water is like gold 

• Water is necessary for survival. Humans need 
it daily; animals need it regularly too 

• Crops need it to grow tall and produce a rich 
harvest 

• Climate change has now caused some areas to 
experience droughts lasting years on end 

• In these situations, people are pushed to the 
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very edge of survival. 
 

 

• Imagine a powerful hurricane was coming your 
way  

• You had two choices for shelter – a two-story 
brick house with a big garden wall and strong 
roof, or a shack made from scrap metal and 
mud 

• It’s a no-brainer – the brick house will offer 
more protection 

• This is why poor people are vulnerable to 
disasters 

• They often live in flimsy housing 
• They often can only afford to build houses on 

land that no one else wants, such as steep 
hillsides or beside rivers that flood 

• Many poor families are caught by surprise 
because they have no TV or radio to warn them 
about the approaching storm 

• There are no cars or buses to evacuate their 
families to a safe area when disaster looms. 

 

 

• Climate change is melting the polar ice-caps 
• Glaciers are disappearing at an alarming rate 
• Storms are occurring more frequently and are 

becoming more powerful 
• All of these situations cause flooding 
• Flooding destroys crops, homes, businesses 

and livelihoods 
• It’s hard to understand but flooding can also be 

caused by drought 
• When the earth is dry it can become as hard as 

concrete 
• As a result, rain that would otherwise soak into 

the soil runs of the land and flows quickly to 
low-lying areas which then flood 

• Because of this, many communities experience 
drought followed by floods. 

 

 

• Climate change is increasing the risk of 
diseases 

• The number of cases of polio, dengue fever 
and yellow fever are expected to rise 

• Many areas are now being affected by malaria 
for the first time due to warmer and wetter 
weather  

• It is estimated that weather changes will 
expose an extra 400 million people to malaria 

• Skin infections will increase in areas affected 
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by drought since people don’t have enough 
water for bathing. 

 
 

 

• Imagine what life would be like for a family 
without a home 

• Many people have lost homes and land 
because of hurricanes, floods, droughts and 
landslides 

• Poor people often have little or no savings  
• Insurance is a luxury that few can afford and 

few have access to 
• When their house is destroyed, many families 

are left destitute 
• They often have no means to rebuild their 

homes and start all over again. 
 

 

• The carbon footprint of the world’s poorest 
communities is tiny compared to those of 
people in the rich countries 

• Many poor families have no electricity in their 
home 

• They have no car to drive them to school each 
day 

• Yet they are the ones suffering the most from 
climate change – even though they have done 
least to cause it 

• Hardly fair is it? 
 

 

• Despite the challenges, however, there is hope 
• There is always hope when we trust and 

believe in God 
• Lent is a time for renewal; and for rededicating 

ourselves to God 
• It is a time for new life 
• The shoot springing from the cracked earth 

represents the promise of Easter that lies 
ahead 

• As Jesus rose from the dead, so too must we 
believe that new life can begin again 

• We are God’s people 
• We are the seeds that can bring new life. 

 

 

• This is a picture of Isadora and her family 
• Isadora can be seen on the right hand side 

holding her youngest child 
• Her family are the main face of SCIAF’s WEE 

BOX, BIG CHANGE appeal in 2009 
• They live in El Salvador and have been badly 

affected by disasters  
• They were also finding it difficult to grow 
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enough food because of climate change 
• At one point, the family were living on just one 

corn cob each per day. 
 

 

• The money raised by SCIAF supporters has 
made a BIG difference to Isadora’s family 

• With your help we provided them with a small 
fish farm 

• This means they’ve always got highly nutritious 
food to eat 

• They can also earn a living by selling the fish 
they have left over 

• It cost just £10 to stock their tank with fish 
• SCIAF supporters have also provided the 

family with fruit trees and have taught them 
how to protect their crops from extreme 
weather 

• Thanks to SCIAF supporters, hunger is a thing 
of the past for Isadora and her children. 

 

 

• By raising money for SCIAF, our school is 
helping people all over the world to adapt to 
climate change 

• Maryelis lives with her grandfather, Don Juan, 
in Nicaragua 

• Nicaragua has also been badly affected by the 
changing weather 

• Long periods of drought caused her family’s 
crops to wither and die 

• Just £20 from SCIAF has taught her family to 
use different techniques to protect their soil and 
get the most from their land 

• The result is a beautiful green vegetable 
garden that produces enough food for all the 
family’s needs. 

 

 

• The people of Nicaragua and El Salvador have 
been hit by a series of disasters 

• In the last few years they’ve experienced 
extremely powerful hurricanes, droughts and 
landslides 

• For these communities, the next disaster could 
just be around the corner 

• They are living in a state of permanent 
emergency 

• £50 from SCIAF supporters can provide 
training materials to prepare a community for 
an emergency situation 

• This involves identifying the areas and families 
most at risk and training the community in 
emergency rescue techniques 
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• This type of training can save many lives. 
 

 

• It’s just a WEE BOX but the donations we give 
to SCIAF make a BIG difference to the lives of 
people in Africa, Asia and Latin America 

• Please join in all our school’s WEE BOX, BIG 
CHANGE activities this year 

• SCIAF needs to raise £1 million this Lent to 
continue its vital work 

• [Describe the WEE BOX activities that have 
been planned in your school]. 

 

 

• Our school will also be taking part in SCIAF’s 
tree of life fundraising activity 

• Trees are extremely important in the fight 
against climate change and extreme weather 

• They absorb carbon dioxide, the greenhouse 
gas that is contributing to global warming 

• Trees also provide fruit and shade crops from 
the harsh sun 

• The leaves provide a rich compost to nourish 
crops 

• And trees absorb rain water and reduce the risk 
of flooding and landslides 

• For this activity, our school has created a bare 
tree outline 

• You can see it on display at [name location]  
• Each time a pupil donates money we’ll be able 

to add a leaf to the tree. 
 

 

• Over the course of Lent, our aim is to make the 
tree burst into bloom 

• It’ll be a living sign of the help, and new life, 
we’ve given to others through our support for 
SCIAF 

• It’ll remind us of our Lenten promises and will 
mark our journey towards Easter 

• SCIAF have asked us to take a photograph of 
the tree and send it them so they can create a 
forest of life photogallery on their youth website 
at www.sciafyouth.org.uk 

 



 

• In this assembly we have shown how SCIAF’s 
support has dramatically changed the lives of 
just a few families 

• There are so many stories of change that 
remain untold 

• In 2008, SCIAF’s work touched the lives of over 
4 million people. 

 

 

• SCIAF hopes to help even more people this 
year  

• Our school target is [name amount]  
• Remember, by filling the WEE BOXES we are 

changing lives 
• One WEE BOX could even save a life… 

 

 

• SCIAF is encouraging us to make serious 
efforts to cut our carbon 

• SCIAF also needs everyone to sign their 
campaign card 

• The campaign is putting pressure on politicians 
and governments to take tough decisions to 
stop climate chaos 

• A massive campaign by SCIAF campaigners in 
2008 persuaded the Scottish Government to do 
their bit 

• As a result, Scotland may well be a world 
leader in cutting carbon over the next few years 

• More needs to be done and SCIAF is asking 
everyone to get involved.  

 

 

Let’s read the closing prayer together. 
 

 
Source for climate change quotes:  
Department for International Development  
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/climate-dyk.asp 
http://www.dfid.gov.uk/news/files/climate-change-mdg.asp 
Please refer to the climate change factsheet on the WEE BOX DVD-ROM for statistics in full. 
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